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 Partnership with parents & carers

Key Terms & Techniques

What to expect, how you can support 
your child & expectations in:

Sound Books

Reading Records

 Experience a Phonics lesson

Phonics Agenda



 Reading is a top priority in Reception

 Together we can help children to engage 
confidently with text

 Regular daily reading sessions are proven to 
make a positive impact

 Adult role models are important, particularly 
for boys

 Any reading material counts

 Children learn best when they are enjoying 
what they are learning

Partnership with parents & 
carers



 Phoneme - the sound a letter makes 

(e.g. s =“ssssssss”)

 Grapheme - the written letter representation 
of the phoneme

 Digraph – “2 letters making 1 sound” (e.g. ck, 
sh, th)

 Trigraph – “3 letters making 1 sound” (e.g. 
igh, air)

Key Terms & Techniques



Blending 

We teach the children how to blend or merge phonemes 
together to read each word, in the right order, to read a 
word. E.g. 

Blending words ending with –s:

Cover the –s, blend the root word & add –s at the end:

e.g. 

cat login sock

Key Terms & Techniques

naps      nap-s



 Segmenting: 
The breaking down of a word into its individual sounds (e.g. the 
phonemes in ‘pin’ are “p-i-n”)

 Phoneme Fingers 
Technique to help count out the number of phonemes in a word. 

bag =                                              lock=

Key Terms & Techniques

b a g l o ck



Tricky Word: Words that cannot be sounded out and 
just need to be sight read.   E.g. 

Key Terms & Techniques

is I to
We highlight the ‘tricky’ part to the children.



 Mon – Thurs you will get a new phoneme to learn. 
This phoneme has been taught at Phonics time earlier 
that day. Practice saying the phoneme and write the 
grapheme using the ‘formation phrase’ underneath 3-
5 times.

 On Friday, revise all the graphemes from the week.

Sound Books



 We do not teach the sounds in alphabetical order. We 
begin with s, a, t, p, i, n

 Each sound corresponds to a picture: f for flamingo, b 
for bear . . . 

Sound Books



Pronouncing the sounds:

Autumn 1 sounds:                                                                 Autumn 2 sounds:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZtjFIvA_fs https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDu3JAjf-U0

Sound Books

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDu3JAjf-U0


 Reading at home every night for 
5-10 minutes

 No need to rush through a book! 
Our phonics scheme states that a 
child will have the same book all 
week (typically 2-4 pages to read). 
Each time we will advise you on 
different skills to practice.

 Comprehension is a vital skill to 
practice daily. Please use the 
suggested questions at the front 
of the Reading Records.

Reading Records



 Parent comments are a really vital part of our 
assessment process so it is really important that 
you follow the advice given by the teacher or LSA 
and then write a response comment about how 
your child got on with their reading.

Reading Records: 
parent comments



Reading 
Records: 

helpful parent 
comment 
examples



Reading 
Records: 

helpful parent 
comment 
examples



Reading 
Records: 

helpful parent 
comment 
examples



Reading 
Records: 

helpful parent 
comment 
examples



 Yesterday we taught the phoneme n for net: 

Here’s how we taught it! . . . 

Phonics lesson



 Play & activity-based Maths to make maths 
meaningful 

 What should I expect to see my 4-5 year 
old child doing in Maths:

 End-of-Year expectations

 Development of Counting & Calculation 
Skills

 Composition of numbers to 10

 Website: Ideas to help your child at home

Maths Agenda



Maths in EYFS 

 Philosophy behind in all subjects in the Early Years:

‘Children’s play reflects their wide-ranging and varied interests 
and preoccupations. In their play children learn at their highest 
level’

(DFE)

 We provide opportunities where children can explore 
mathematics through play and in personally meaningful ways. 

 Activities & play through a broad range of contexts in which they 
can explore, enjoy, learn, practise and talk about their 
developing understanding.



Play & activity based Maths

 What mathematics do you think the children are exploring 
here?



 Counting number of cups 
poured

 Adding extra cups 

 Using language of more & 
less

 Sharing

 Language surrounding 
capacity (full, empty...)

 Solving problems (How 
many more? Not enough 
water?...)

 Shape (e.g. noticing 2d and 
3d shapes)



What should I expect to see my 4-5 
year old child doing in Maths:



What should I expect to see my 4-5 
year old child doing in Maths:



End-of-year expectations

 At the end of Reception, we make an overall judgement of 
each child’s attainment in Maths against an Early Learning 
Goal (ELG). 



Development of counting skills

1. Reciting numbers spontaneously 

2. Saying numbers whilst passing their finger over objects

3. 1:1 correspondence

4. Counting an irregular set of objects accurately



Counting skills

For a secure understanding of counting, children need to 
understand:

 One-to-one correspondence – matching a number to each 
object they are counting 

 The same order –number words must always be said in the 
same order

 Anything can be counted – not just the objects in front of 
them. (e.g. claps, jumps . . .)

 It does not matter which object you start with when counting



Calculation in real-life contexts
Once children have begun to develop a strong sense of  number, 
they begin to calculate:

 counting 2 groups altogether using 1 to 1 correspondence – early 
addition

 using one-to-one correspondence to find the difference – early 
subtraction

 share objects equally by counting how many in each group – early 
division

 count groups of the same number of objects and add them 
together – early multiplication

 count back from a fixed number when taking away – subtraction

 count on from a fixed number when combining two groups of 
objects – addition



Composition of numbers
Put simply, understanding that one number can be made up 
from (composed from) two or more smaller numbers:

e.g. 4 can be composed from 0+4/1+3/2+2/3+1/4+0

Also: 2+1+1 / 1+1+1+1 etc. 

First, we use practical resources to explore the different 
ways numbers are made up:

Counters & tens frames Pegboards



Composition of numbers
Practical resources:

Coloured cubes

Numicon

Showing on fingers

Ultimate goal by the end of the year: children displaying  speed 
and fluency in knowing how numbers are composed.



Website: useful resources

https://www.sacredheart.islington.sch.uk/reception/

https://www.sacredheart.islington.sch.uk/reception/

