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10 TIPS ON HEARING YOUR CHILD READ

As parents you are your childs most influential teacher with an
important part to play in helping your child to learn to read.

Here are some suggestions on how you can help to make this a
positive experience:

. Choose a quiet time

Set aside a quiet time with no distractions. Fifteen to twenty
minutes is usually long enough.

2. Make reading enjoyable

Make reading an enjoyable experience. Sit with your child. Try
not to pressurise if he or she is reluctant. If your child loses
interest then do something else.

3. Maintain the flow

If your child mispronounces a word do not interrupt immediately.
Instead allow opportunity for self-correction. It is better to tell a
child some unknown words to maintain the flow rather than
insisting on trying to build them all up from the sounds of the
letters. If your child does try to 'sound out’ words, encourage the
use of letter sounds rather than 'alphabet names.

4. Be positive

If your child says something nearly right to start with that is
fine. Don't say 'No. That's wrong,' but 'Let's read it together' and
point to the words as you say them. Boost your childs confidence
with constant praise for even the smallest achievement.



5. Success is the key

Parents anxious for a child to progress can mistakenly give a
child a book that is tov difficult. This can have the opposite
effect to the one they are wanting. Until your child has built up
his or her confidence, it is better to keep to easier books.
Struggling with a book with many unknown words is pointless.
Flow is lost, text cannot be understood and children can easily
become reluctant readers.

6. Visit the Library

Encourage your child to use the public library regularly.

7. Regular practice

Try to read with your child every day. 'Little and often’ is best.

8. Communicate

Try to communicate reqularly with the teacher using positive
comments and any concerns about your childs reading. Your
child will then know that you are interested in their progress
and that you value reading.

9. Talk about the bouoks

There is more to being a good reader than just being able to
read the words accurately. Just as important is being able to
understand what has been read. Always talk to your child about
the book; about the pictures, the characters, how they think the
story will end, their favourite part. You will then be able to see
how well they have understood and you will help them to
develop good comprehension skills.

10. Variety is important
Remember- children need to experience a variety of reading

materials eg. picture books, hard backs, comics, magazines,
poems, and information books.



Different styles of reading

Remember children need a number of strategies to learn to read.
Different children learn through different ways! We encourage
them to try a variety and any of these are perfectly acceptable;

Sight vocabulary - learning words by sight, this is particularty
important with high frequency words that cannot be sounded out.

Decoding - sounding out words and then blending them together
to hear the full word.

Contextual clues - reading the sentence to predict what the
unfamiliar word could be or looking at picture clues.

How to help your child to read

There are a variety of different methods for you and your child
to chouse. Remember that reading should be relaxing, and above
all an enjoyable time, for both of you.

A good way to start is with a book that you loved reading as a
child. Your affection for it will be picked up by your child and it
will almost certainly become a favourite of theirs.

I. Paired Reading

Place the book so that you both can see it clearly. Let your child
point out the words from below while you point from above -
then you both read the story aloud, saying the words together.
Make the story sound exciting. Don't worry if your child makes
mistakes or doesn't know many words - just keep on reading and
enjoy the story together.

2. Shared Reading

This can be done in either of the following ways:

Read the story first to your child and then let your child read,
but do not correct every mistake he or she makes. If the word
they use still keeps the meaning (home instead of house for
example) then that is fine, but if the meaning is lost then ask
them to re-read the sentence. When your child comes to an
unknown word, wait a few seconds before supplying the word
yourselr.

Share the book with your child by reading alternately. This may
be a line or a page each.



Suggested activities for after reading

Write about what the book is about in no more than
50 wortds.

Describe a character using words and phrases from
the text.

Describe how a character is feeling

Complete a thought and a speech bubble for a
character in the book.

Look at words that the author has used and think
about why he has used them.

Write a diary entry as a character from the book.
How are you feeling? Why?

List 5 facts from your book. See if you can turn one
into a super sentence (Did you know...Amazingly.....)

Make a comic strip retelling a part of the book you
have been reading (don't forget speech and thought
bubbles)

Write a letter to the author telling them what you
thought of their book and why

Useful websites:
www.educationcity.com
www.bbc.co.uk
www.rif.org.uk
www.literacytrust.org.uk
www.love2read.co.uk
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