


Year 3 Calculation Guidelines 
ADDITION SUBTRACTION MULTIPLICATION DIVISION  

Understand that any number can be added first. 
Number line: compensation  
 

 
 
The INFORMAL EXPANDED METHOD: 

   

                                                  
 
Formal compact column addition - no carrying: 

 
Formal compact column addition - carrying (carry 
digits below the line, using words ‘carry ten’ or ‘carry 
one more hundred’, not ‘carry one’.)   

 
 

Empty number lines, subtracting in convenient, 
partitioned steps: 

 
The INFORMAL EXPANDED METHOD: 

 
Progressing from the expanded method to compact 
column method: 
Exchange: 

 
Step 2: 

  
Step 3: 

 

Repeated addition: 
6x4: 

 
Arrays: 

 
Scaling: 

 
 
Grid method: 

14 x 6 = 84 

 
 

14 x 6 = 84 

  
 
Short multiplication: 

      

Repeated subtraction: 

 
 
Partitioning: 

 
Arrays: 

 
 
Short division: bus stop method: 

 
 



Year 4 Calculation Guidelines 
ADDITION SUBTRACTION MULTIPLICATION DIVISION  

Column addition up to 4-digits: 
 

 

 
 

 

Subtract numbers with up to 4 digits using 
column subtraction: 
(children may use expanded method until they 
are comfortable): 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Multiplying 2-digit and 3-digit numbers by 1-
digit number: 
 
SHORT MULTIPLICATION: 
346 x 9 = 3114 
 

 
 

 

Dividing 2-digit and 3-digit numbers by 1-
digit number: 
Using short division (the bust stop 
method!) 
 

 
 
128 divided by 8 becomes: 

 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE: 

Carry digits are recorded below the line, 

using words ‘carry ten’ or ‘carry one more 

hundred’, not ‘carry one’. 



Year 5 Calculation Guidelines 
ADDITION SUBTRACTION MULTIPLICATION DIVISION  

Column addition beyond 4-digits: 
 

 

 
 

Subtract numbers with more than 4 digits using 
column subtraction: 
 

 

Short multiplication: Up to 4 digits by one-

digit number 

 
 

Long multiplication: 
          TU x TU                     HTU x TU 
           24 x 16                      124 x 16 

        
 
 

Short division: (bus stop method) 

Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a one-
digit number  

 
Remainders: 

 
 

 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE: 

Carry digits are recorded below the line, 

using words ‘carry ten’ or ‘carry one more 

hundred’, not ‘carry one’. 



Year 6 Calculation Guidelines 
ADDITION SUBTRACTION MULTIPLICATION DIVISION  

Column addition beyond 4-digits: 
 

 

 
Adding 3 or more numbers together with column 
method: 

 
Adding decimals: 

 
 

Subtract numbers with more than 4 digits using 
column subtraction: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Long multiplication: 
Multiply multi-digit numbers up to 4 digits by a 
two-digit numbers: 
 

 
 

 
 

Short division: REMAINDERS: 

 
 

 
 
Long division: 

 
Answer: 28 remainder 12 
OR: 
As a fraction: 

Decimal: 28.8 

IMPORTANT NOTE: 

Carry digits are recorded below the line, 

using words ‘carry ten’ or ‘carry one more 

hundred’, not ‘carry one’. 




