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Christmas Fair  
We had our Christmas fair last week and what a great success it 

was!  Thanks to all our lovely parents & carers for coming along 

and supporting us-we raised a fantastic £2762.42. Wow! We can’t 

thank you all enough!  

 

We would also like to say a special thank you to our wonderful 

team of FOSH volunteers! Your commitment and dedication to us 

does not go unnoticed and is hugely appreciated! Our children are 

very lucky to have you all!  

 

FOSH would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our volun-

teers, parents/carers & children a very merry Christmas and a 

wonderful New Year!  

 

We look forward to going into the new year with you all!  

Best Wishes  

Claire & Emmet  

FOSH Chairs  
 

  



MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER, MR. LANE 

This Sunday is the third Sunday in Advent when we light another 

candle on the Advent wreath, the candle of joy. The Third Sunday 

of Advent is also known as Gaudete Sunday. The word “gaudete” is 

derived from the Latin words “gaudium,” joy, and “gaudeo,” to 

rejoice or be glad. Gaudete Sunday occurs eight to thirteen days 

before Christmas and the nearness of the feast is reason for great joy.  

 

Our nativity plays and concerts started this week and it was lovely to be able to 

welcome parents/carers and family members into school.  Our Nursery, Reception, 

Year 1 and Year 2  performances were fantastic and we look forward to our Year 

3-6 performances on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday next week. We will be 

posting videos of all the concerts on the school website next week for you to enjoy, 

we will let you know in advance.  

 

The children are getting really excited about ‘Sacred Heart’s Got Talent’ and some 

of the performances so far have been great.  We are getting closer to knowing the 

finalists ahead of the grand final which will take place on the last day of term, 

Thursday 21st December. 

 

This week we found out that our school community’s efforts raised an incredible 

£621.96 for the Poppy Appeal we had last month.  This was the highest amount raised 

in all Islington schools.  We are looking forward to pupil representatives of our 

school meeting the Mayor of Islington and David Dade in the new year to celebrate 

this incredible achievement.  We really appreciate your support, especially as there 

have been a lot of other fundraising initiatives this term - THANK YOU.  

 

Further on in the newsletter you can read a letter from Sadiq Khan, Mayor of 

London.  In his letter, Mr Khan explains about the success of the Universal Free 

School Meals programme in London.  We have also been informed by Islington 

Council that £30 worth of vouchers will be issued to all children entitled to free 

school meals. These will be distributed to you by email sometime before Christmas, 

so please look out for them. 

 

Our school choir are singing at the 11:00 am Mass in our parish Church this 

Sunday 17th December.  The children are looking forward to joining our 

parish community for this special occasion.  Why not come along and join us? 

 

Next Thursday 21st December at 10:00am we have our traditional carol concert in 

our Parish Church.  All Year 3-6 classes will be in attendance where there will be 

singing  and an opportunity for us to come together with parents/carers and 

parishioners to remember the true meaning of Christmas.   

 

Next week is the last week of term and the children finish on Thursday 21st December 

at 2:30 pm (Nursery finish at 3:25 pm on Wednesday 20th December).  

Remember too that there is no After School Club (ASC) on Thursday next week 

meaning the last day for ASC is Wednesday 20th December. 

 

Have a lovely weekend.  

Mr. Lane  



Ready, Respectful, Safe Reward Trip  
 

On Monday as a special reward, a selection of children from 
Years 3-6 who consistently embody our three school values 

Ready, Respectful and Safe went on a special ice skating trip 
to Somerset House. The children had lots of fun ice skating 
and enjoyed a hot chocolate afterwards. Well done for being 

Ready, Respectful and Safe role models! 



 



Nursery Nativity Play 
Our Nursery children performed their Christmas nativity play on 
Tuesday. They did a great job and the Nursery staff were really 
proud of them. They looked stunning in their costumes as kings, 
shepherds, stars and angels. They sang beautifully too. It was their 
first ever performance and we are really proud of each and every 
one of them.  



RECEPTION NATIVITY PLAY 
 

Our Reception children performed their   
Christmas nativity on Wednesday. They did a 
great job and the Reception Team were really 
proud of them. They looked stunning in their 
costumes as kings, shepherds, stars and an-
gels. They sang beautifully too.  We are really 
proud of each and every one of them. 



 

 

 

One child per class is awarded a VIP certificate in Friday’s celebration assem-

blies, led by Mrs McCormick. They also get lunch on a specially decorated    

table with table service!  

Child’s 
Name 

Key Reason 

 Birmadu  
St Francis 

Community 
Unity  

 Our VIP this week is Birmadu for being kind and showing our new 
pupil around class.  

Naomi    
St Brigid 

Power of 
Me  

VIP is awarded to Naomi for always being Ready, Respectful, and 
Safe in class.  

Issac 
St Teresa 

Power of 
Me  

Our VIP is for Issac who has been working really hard to show Ready, 
Respectful, Safe this week. He always tries his best to be a kind friend 
and has done a super job of writing about the Polar Express!   

Ella  
St John Paul 

Hunger to 
Achieve  

Ella consistently shows a 'Hunger to Achieve' and is a wonderful role 
model to her peers. She has been working super hard in our Maths 
and English lessons and has written a lovely narrative about the Polar 
Express. Keep up the fantastic work Ella!  

Joshua    
St Bernadette 

Community 
Unity  

Joshua has shown he is a true friend. He is always ready to help  
others and will repeatedly make sure people around him feel happy. 
Thank you for being a true friend!  

Joshua  
St Martin 

Power of 
Me  

Joshua has shown The Power of Me by trying his very best in class 
and in the nativity rehearsals. He also has been really good at  
explaining how he is feeling. Well done Joshua we are so proud of 
you! 

 Aaliyah  
St Catherine 

Power of 
Me  

Aaliyah has shown the 'Power of Me' all week and has had a fantastic 
attitude to learning. She has been a brilliant role model to the class. 
Well done Aaliyah, your hard work has paid off!   

Michael 
St Elizabeth 

Hunger to 
Achieve  

Michael for his tireless hard work in the Nativity! Michael has a very 
important role to play and he does a fantastic job with his facial ex-
pressions, his singing and remembering when to say his lines. Thanks 
for all your hard work Michael!  

Greta  
St Benedict 

Curiosity 
and Wonder 

Greta is always asking questions to gain a better understanding and 
improve her work. She puts 100% effort into all that she does! Well 
done, Greta. Keep on being amazing!  

 
St Faustian 

Power of 
Me 

Maddie has demonstrated 'Power of Me' this week. Maddie has been 
focusing on her writing and wrote a fantastic setting description, she is 
able to bounce back and has been ready for learning! Keep up the 
amazing hard work Maddie!   

  Fergus  
St Maximillian 

Power of 
Me  

Fergus for Power of Me. Well done Gus for making an effort to learn 
your nativity lines and enthusiastically taking part in the singing and 
actions. Keep up the great showmanship!   

 Shiloh  
St Josephine 

Hunger to 
Achieve  

A big well done to Shiloh who has demonstrated 'A Hunger To 
Achieve' whilst practising for our UKS2 Nativity. Shiloh has learnt her 
lines and the lyrics for our performance very well- Shiloh makes a 
wonderful shepherd!  



Choir Performance  
On Friday 8th December 24 children from our school choir 
participated in the Singing for the Brain event held at Kensing-
ton Palace. They sang three songs including The Twelve Days 
of Christmas, Underneath the Tree and It’s beginning to look a 
lot like Christmas. Their singing was beautiful and appreciated 
very enthusiastically by everyone in attendance. The children 
were excellent ambassadors for our school, not only showing 
impeccable manners but also compassion and energy while 
joining in and embracing the core purpose of the event. Our 
thanks to Anaiya’s mum for coming with us and to Miss Palm-
er and Mrs Smith for leading such a great choir! 

ADMISSION TO RECEPTION IN SEPTEMBER 2024 
 

If your child was born between 1st September 2019 and 31st August 
2020 they will be due to start in Reception in September 2024. You can 
now apply for places in our Reception class next year. 
 
Admission into Reception is co-ordinated by the School Admissions 
Team at Islington Council and not here at the school. You must apply on
-line at www.islington.gov.uk/admissions 
 
If you live outside Islington you can still apply to Sacred Heart. The clos-
ing date is 15th January 2024 but Islington recommend that you com-
plete your application before then and no later than 12th January 2024. 
 
If parents and carers require any help, advice or assistance with the ap-
plication process please contact our Senior Admissions Officer, Mrs 
Sharon Harney (Sharon), who will be able to help.  



NATIVITY PLAYS AND CONCERTS 
 
The dates for the remaining nativity plays and 
concerts are listed below. 
 
Monday 18th December 10:00am 
Year 3 Christmas performance for parents/carers 
 
Monday 18th December 2:00pm 
Year 4 Christmas performance for parents/carers 
 
Tuesday 19th December 10:00am 
Year 5 Christmas performance for parents/carers 
 
Wednesday 20th December 10:00am 
Year 6 Christmas performance for parents/carers 
 
Because of data protection 
parents/carers are not able to 
film or record the nativity plays 
this year. 

Poppy Appeal  
 
Thank you to our school community's for all your effort 
with the Poppy  Appeal, we raised the most 
out of all Islington schools with a grand to-
tal of £621.96.  A special thank you to the 
Chaplaincy Team who help selling poppies 
before and  after school.  



Pantomime Trips  
Our final pantomime trips took place this week 
and Reception, Year 3 and 4 had a fantastic 
time. Thanks to all the parents/carers who 
have volunteered to support on the trips.  



MEET THE STAFF AT SACRED HEART 
What do you know about Mr Oliva? 

   

Where were you born?   
In London.  
 
What is your favourite school memory? 
 I enjoyed playing football with my friends on the playground at 
school. 
 
What is your job at Sacred Heart and what do you do? 
I am a Learning Assistant in Year 2, supporting children in both classes.  
 
What is your favourite thing about Sacred Heart School? 
I love that everyone is so kind and welcoming and the staff go the extra mile for the children.  
 

What is your favourite food?  
My favourite food is spaghetti Bolognese. I have eaten it for 
my lunch every day for two years. 
 
What/who is your favourite sports team and/or musician/
band?  
I support Leeds United Football Team. If I can I get the train 
to Leeds to watch them. I used to play the guitar and piano 
and I used to attend a music school. I like all music and 
have a very varied music taste.    

 
What do you like to do when you are not at work?   
I play for a football team at the weekends and also I love to swim, cycle and run.  
 
Tell us a joke or interesting fact........  
Malta is one of the only countries in the world that does not have a river. Can you find out what 
other countries do not have a river.  



THE WEDNESDAY WORD 
Parents/carers are emailed the Wednesday Word every week.  
Please take the time to read it with your child(ren). There are some 
lovely activities which you can do with your child(ren) and also link in 
with your child’s Religious Education lessons in schools and with the 
liturgical year. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
We wish the following pupils a very 
happy birthday for next week: 
 
Cameron (Y5), Yeab (Reception),  
Joel  (Y4), Bemnet (Y2), Eliana (Y3),  
Victor  (Y1), Sophia (Y6), Giovanni  (Y1) 
and Jacob (Y4) 
 
 



Instead of the previous two weeks of purple or violet candles, this week the colour 
of the candle will be different: it’s pink. As a reminder, three candles are purple, 
one is pink, and the one in the centre is white.  

Churches will light one candle a week, starting the first week of December, and will 
light the white candle in the centre on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. 

What Is the Candle of Joy for The Third Week of Advent? 

Otherwise known as the Shepherd Candle, this candle reflects the joy that comes 
through Jesus’ arrival, and through the salvation he has gifted us.  

Christians may wonder why the church decided to 
make this particular candle a different colour than 
the others.  

Although Christians have presented several rea-
sons for the pinkish nature of the candle, from a tra-
dition where priests would wear pink vestments to 
parents eagerly awaiting the joy of a child’s arrival 
by painting the room pink, the rosy candle has its 
roots in something 

The Third Sunday of Advent 

This coming Sunday, the third candle, known as the  
candle of joy, will be lit during mass.  

Chaplaincy Team makes a real impact! 

So far this year, our Chaplaincy Team have supported 
many aspects of the Catholic Life here at Sacred 
Heart. The team of 15 children have met every  
Thursday after school to share ideas and to plan our 
next initiatives.  

This term, we have supported our Harvest Collection, 
raising money for The Passage and in the month of 
November, members of our team offered their ser-
vices in support of another very successful Poppy Ap-
peal. The team designed posters to promote the Dioc-
esan Christmas card design competition. More        
recently, they have supported our preparations for 
Christmas (wreaths), participated in masses and      
assemblies and volunteered to supported the FOSH 
Christmas Fair.  

We sincerely thank you for your service and           
congratulate you on a job well done! 

https://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/timeline/1501-1600/christmas-eve-11629927.html


Join us for Pyjama Day 
Wednesday 20th December  
To celebrate our whole school topic of 
Polar Express we invite you to wear 

pyjamas for the day!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
No £1 contribution needed.  

  



 
 

FIRST ROUND Week beginning 4th December 
Auditions held in class, 2 successful acts from each class will reach 

the next round! 
SECOND ROUND Week beginning 11th December 

Perform with the other successful acts from your year group, the 
winner goes through to the final!  

FINAL 21st December  
One finalist from each year group performs in front of the school!  

Sign up in class to register your interest. 
Get practising! GOOD LUCK! 



We have been asked to share the following letter with parents/
guardians prior to the Christmas break by Christopher Greenwood,     
Islington Safer Schools Sergeant. 



 







Thank you to the following companies for 
supporting FOSH. 







KS1 Phase News 
Year 1-St Brigid 

In Maths this week, we have been learning 
about multiplication. We used a variety of 

manipulatives to show our understanding of 
doubling numbers and then we recorded our 

results in our books  

Year 1-St Francis  

 

This week St Francis class have been     
retelling Matthew's Nativity Gospel. We 
painted our own peg dolls and used these 

to act out the key events in scripture. 

Year 2-St John Paul and St Teresa 
Last week we took a ride on the Polar Express! 
We were each given tickets, sat in our carriag-
es, and drank hot chocolate with marshmallows! 

We thought about all of our senses (what we 
could see, hear, smell, taste and touch). We are 
using this experience to write our very own nar-

ratives in our English lessons this week. Here 
are some examples of our lovely writing.   





 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 









 


