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CHRISTMAS DINNER & CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY  

 
We had a wonderful celebration 

in school yesterday where the 

children and staff enjoyed a     

traditional  Christmas Dinner.  

 

 

 

The food was amazing, so a big 

thank you to our catering team 

and school staff for putting on 

such a lovely meal.  

 

The children enjoyed a traditional Christmas dinner of roast 

turkey, roast potatoes, Brussel sprouts, carrots, parsnips, 

stuffing, pigs in blankets and gravy followed by a selection 

of delicious desserts. They also had Christmas crackers 

which the children really liked sharing.  

 

 

  



Christmas Jumper Day Photos  



 



 



 



MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER, MR. LANE 

Last week marked the beginning of Advent when we were 

reminded that this is the season of preparation and waiting 

for the celebration of Jesus’ birth at Christmas. This season of 

Advent is a blessed and great time for all of us to reflect, take 

a step back and see how our lives have been, and how ready 

we are to welcome the Lord into our hearts, families and our 

lives this Christmas. This Sunday is the second Sunday in Ad-

vent when we light another candle on the Advent wreath, the 

candle of Peace.  

 

We had an incredible turnout yesterday for FOSH’s Christmas Fair. The FOSH team 

worked incredibly hard with Miss Palmer to put on an amazing event. I’m sure 

you will join me in thanking them for giving their commitment and time for the 

benefit of our community.  FOSH have other events planned for the new year so 

please look out in the newsletter for further information. Remember they are al-

ways looking for volunteers and ideas so please let them know if you are able to 

help. Thank you everyone for your amazing support yesterday.  

 

The dates for the nativity plays have been in the newsletter for the past few weeks so 

please make sure you check when your child’s nativity play is.  They take place 

from this Tuesday 12th to Wednesday 20th December.  Please remember too that 

parents/carers are unable to film or record nativity plays.  In the past this has 

happened but it is no longer possible because of Data Protection regulations and 

parental choice. 

 

‘Sacred Heart’s Got Talent’ is back and the children are really excited about it.  

We know that our children have many talents and are a very creative bunch.  

We are looking forward to the heats in their classrooms and then the year group 

finals.  The grand final will take place on the last day of term, Friday 21st 

December.  

 

We have been informed by Islington Council that £30 worth of vouchers will be 

issued to all children entitled to free school meals. These will be distributed to 

you by email sometime before Christmas so please look out for them. 

 

Our choir performed at Kensington Palace today in aid of the Alzheimer's Society.  

They practised really hard for this event and we are so proud of them for 

demonstrating such great community unity in supporting others. 

 

The children enjoyed an amazing traditional Christmas dinner yesterday. Our 

staff put on an amazing spread which was enjoyed by the children and staff.  

Everyone looked very festive in their Christmas 

jumpers.  We always enjoy reading the Christmas 

cracker jokes and this year this was our favourite one. 

  

Have a lovely weekend. 

Mr. Lane 



FOSH CHRISTMAS FAIR 
A BIG thank you to everyone who     
supported FOSH’s Christmas Fair after 
school yesterday. We had a great turn-
out. The FOSH team worked really hard 
to make this event a   
success, so thank you 
everyone for the 
weeks and months of  
preparation that went  
into this event. 
 

A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who attended  
yesterday and made it a huge success. We all had a 
great time and from the looks of the children’s faces 
they did too. 

A special thank you to staff, parents 
and friends of the community who 
helped all day, volunteered at 
school, cooked, prepared gifts and 
games in the run up to the fair and 
helped on the day, these events are 
not possible without your help. A 
special thank you also to our 
School Chaplaincy Team who 
helped run the stalls. It has been 

great to see the community come together and we 
look forward to hosting more events in the future! 
 
 

Merry Christmas 
from all of the 
FOSH team! 
 



Choir Performance  
On Wednesday 6th December, our school choir       
performed at offices in Moorgate to raise money for the 
choir. They sang Christmas songs including 12 Days Of 
Christmas, Underneath The Tree and Once In Royal 
David’s City to lots of workers on their lunch break! We 
raised over £200! They have already asked us to come 
back next year! 

ADMISSION TO RECEPTION IN SEPTEMBER 2024 
 

If your child was born between 1st September 2019 and 31st August 
2020 they will be due to start in Reception in September 2024. You can 
now apply for places in our Reception class next year. 
 
Admission into Reception is co-ordinated by the School Admissions 
Team at Islington Council and not here at the school. You must apply on
-line at www.islington.gov.uk/admissions 
 
If you live outside Islington you can still apply to Sacred Heart. The clos-
ing date is 15th January 2024 but Islington recommend that you com-
plete your application before then and no later than 12th January 2024. 
 
If parents and carers require any help, advice or assistance with the ap-
plication process please contact our Senior Admissions Officer, Mrs 
Sharon Harney (Sharon), who will be able to help.  



 

 

 

One child per class is awarded a VIP certificate in Friday’s celebration assem-

blies, led by Mrs McCormick. They also get lunch on a specially decorated    

table with table service!  

Child’s 
Name 

Key Reason 

 Freddie 
St Francis 

Hunger to 
Achieve  

Freddie for always showing Ready, Respectful and Safe on the carpet 
and showing good effort in his writing this week.  

Elijah   
St Brigid 

Hunger to 
Achieve  

VIP this week is for Elijah who has shown so much resilience with his 
writing.  

Bemnet  
St Teresa 

Power of 
Me  

Our VIP is for Bemnet who always sets an excellent example of 
Ready, Respectful, Safe! She is very helpful and always looking out 
for others!   

Gray 
St John Paul 

Power of 
Me  

Gray has shown the ‘Power of Me’ throughout our lessons this week, 
and came up with some wonderful ideas to share with the class dur-
ing our English lesson on Thursday. Well done Gray and keep up the 
good work!   

Sebastian   
St Bernadette 

Hunger to 
Achieve  

Sebastian consistently shows he is ready to learn. He al-
ways contributes to our learning and readily helps others when need-
ed. Thank you for your hard work!  

Layla  
St Martin 

Hunger to 
Achieve  

Layla is a role-model to her classmates, always showing Ready, Re-
spectful and Safe behaviour. She tries her best in all lessons and 
even pushes herself at home, especially with her reading, which is 
having a great impact on her range of vocabulary and understanding 
of different texts. Keep it up Layla, your dedication to learning doesn’t 
go unnoticed!  

Florence   
St Catherine 

Hunger to 
Achieve  

Florence has been an absolute superstar this week, she has shown 
'community unity' by welcoming a new classmate to St Catherine's. 
She also demonstrated 'Hunger to Achieve' in English this week, 
working incredibly hard on her descriptive language.  

Harr and Jude  
St Elizabeth 

Hunger to 
Achieve  

On Friday during our DT lesson, Harry and Jude both not only made 
excellent elastic band guitars but also gave up their time once they’d 
finished to help other children! They were both really kind and helpful 
for the whole afternoon and helped lots of children to make fantastic 
guitars. Thank you Harry and Jude! 

Ted 
St Benedict 

Hunger to 
Achieve  

Ted has displayed a 'Hunger to Achieve' this week by having a posi-
tive learning attitude. He is always Ready. Respectful and Safe and a 
fantastic role model! Keep it up!  

Jacob 
St Faustian 

Power of 
Me  

Jacob has demonstrated the Power of Me this week. He is always 
Ready, Respectful and Safe and has been trying hard in all of his 
learning but especially Maths and Witting! Keep it up!   

  Isabelle  
St Maximillian 

Power of 
Me  

Well done Isabelle for your trying your hardest, even in subjects you 
find a bit tricky! You are making improvements all the time-keep up 
the great effort!   

Emmanuella   
St Josephine 

Power of 
Me  

A big well done to Emmanuella who has demonstrated 'The Power of 
Me'. Emmanuella has been working very hard in our Nativity rehears-
als and has been busy practising her solo! Emmanuella is always an 
excellent role model and tries her very best in all she does!  



Last Thursday, Years 1-6 took part in 
Protecting Our Planet Day. We had a 
special assembly where we looked at the 

effects of climate change before  
completing some special STEM activities 
in class including making Christmas  

decorations from recycling and  
exploring the effects of climate change 

on the ocean and ice.  



Pantomime 
Reception to Year 6 pupils are all going to watch 
Aladdin the pantomime at Hackney Empire before 
Christmas. Reception, Y3 and Y4 will be going on 
the following dates: 
 
Reception - Thursday 14th Dec 
Year 3 and Year 4- Wednesday 13th December 
 
Please ensure you pay the £10 fee as soon as 
possible and at the very latest the day before your 
child is due to go on the trip. 
 
Here are some photos of the Y1&2 pantomime  
trip from earlier in the week. 

Attendance Raffle  
We are running an attendance raffle for all children from 
Nursery to Year 6 who attend school every day from 
Monday 4th December to Friday 15th December. They 
will be automatically entered into a prize draw to win a 
selection of prizes, including bikes, board games, arts 
and crafts activities and a keyboard.  We look forward 
to seeing you on time and in school every day to be in 
with a chance to win.  



. Online Safety  
We would like to remind you that it is really important that you     
monitor what your child is doing online. We are aware that a small 
number of pupils have been engaging in group chats and saying  
unkind things. Please do monitor who your child is speaking to 
online and what is being said. If you are concerned about something 
please speak to your child’s class teacher.  
 
The NSPCC have great advice about talking to your child about 
online safety: www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
talking-child-online-safety/  

Arsenal In The Community  
Two of our pupils, Anaiya and Leyla,   
attended a girls' football session at 
the Arsenal Hub. They both met    
Arsenal first team player Kai 
Havertz. Anaiya also did an  
interview for the Premier League 
and spoke about what it was like 
meeting Kai and all the positive 
things about her coach.  



NATIVITY PLAYS AND CONCERTS 
 

The dates for the nativity plays and concerts are listed below. 
 

Tuesday 12th December 10:00am 
Nursery Christmas performance for parents/

carers 
 

Wednesday 13th December 10:00am 
Reception Christmas performance for parents/carers 

 
Friday15th December 10:00am 

Year 1 Christmas performance for parents/carers 
 

Friday 15th December 2:00pm 
Year 2 Christmas performance for parents/

carers 
 

Monday 18th December 10:00am 
Year 3 Christmas performance for parents/

carers 
 

Monday 18th December 2:00pm 
Year 4 Christmas performance for parents/carers 

 
Tuesday 19th December 10:00am 

Year 5 Christmas performance for parents/carers 
 

Wednesday 20th December 10:00am 
Year 6 Christmas performance for parents/carers 

 
 

Because of data protection parents/carers are not able to film or 
record the nativity plays this year. 

 



MEET THE STAFF AT SACRED HEART 
What do you know about Miss Van-Nimwegen? 

   

Where were you born?   
I was born in West Sussex, Worthing.   
 
What is your favourite school memory? 
Getting to compete in dance competitions!   

 
What is your job at Sacred Heart and what 
do you do? 
 I am a PE indoor specialist, from Non-Stop 
Action. I teach dance and Gymnastics to 
KS1 and KS2.   
 
 

What is your favourite thing about Sacred Heart School? 
I like teaching the different range of abilities. All the children 
benefit from the units taught, and I have seen excellent progress 
from all of them!   
 
What is your favourite food?  
My favourite food is chocolate!   
 
What/who is your favourite sports team and/or musician/
band?  
My favourite band is Queen!   
 
What do you like to do when you are not at work?   
I like shopping! For clothes, jewellery, and the rest...  
 
Tell us a joke or interesting fact........  
What candy do astronauts like?  
A mars bar!  



 

Scoring Spree for Sacred 
Heart Football Teams 

Tuesday the 5th December saw our Football teams 
play their 3rd fixture in the North League at Whit-
tington Park against Pooles Park. Our girls team 
went into the game with their confidence high after 
last week’s    dominant win and kept their unbeaten 
streak alive with another resounding 5-0 win. The 
win came off the back of another fantastic display 
of teamwork, with the girls working together as a 
unit, searching for open space and finishing their 
chances. Lily-May and Roda showed some in-
spired defence, and captain Melanie starred with a 
huge bag of 4 goals, with Luliya adding the 5th in 
what was a resounding display of skills, all shown 
with a team first attitude. 

Second up was the boys, looking for a bounce-
back game after last week’s narrow defeat. After 
missing last week’s game, Cameron took an early 
penalty shot and slotted it into the bottom right cor-
ner to get the scoring underway in what was the 
first of his 2 goals. From there they never looked 
back, with tenacious defence from George, Oliver 
and Alfie keeping the ball away from our goal. The 
boys capitalized on their great field position all 
game with captain Joshua leading the way by cre-
ating multiple opportunities for himself and his 
team, finishing with 2 goals, including a screamer 
free kick from well outside the box. Olly made the 
most of some time up front and scored a front with 

a goal of the year contender from a free kick taken 
a long way out, clipping the underside of the cross
-bar and finding the back of the net, for one of his 
2 goals. Alfie rounded out the scoring finishing a 
great team play leaving the score at 7-0. 

The best and fairest this week goes to both team     
captains, Melanie and Joshua, who not only 
showed great skills, but great leadership on the 
field. Well done to you both. 

A fantastic display of skills, effort and team play 
from both teams left the coaches very proud this 
week. 



THE WEDNESDAY WORD 
Parents/carers are emailed the Wednesday Word every week.  
Please take the time to read it with your child(ren). There are some 
lovely activities which you can do with your child(ren) and also link in 
with your child’s Religious Education lessons in schools and with the 
liturgical year. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
We wish the following pupils a very 
happy birthday for next week: 
 
Cayson (Reception), Reuben (Reception),  
Tatiana (Y2), Oskar  (Y5), Marakey (Y6), 
Rae (Rec), Benny (Nursery) and            
Sebastian (Y2).  



Diocesan Christmas Card Competition Winners! 

Congratulations to all children who 
entered this year’s Diocesan Christ-
mas Card Competition. We had many 
entries all displaying wonderful crea-
tivity in response to the challenge of 
designing a card inspired by the fol-
lowing passage from the Book of 
Isaiah: 
‘For a child has been born for us, a 
son given to us; authority rests upon 
his shoulders; and he is named Won-
derful Counsellor, Mighty God, Ever-
lasting Father, Prince of Peace.’  
Well done, to our runners up; Nefeli 
and Daisie in Key Stage 1 and Ares 
and Logan in Key Stage 2. 
Huge congratulations to our winners, 
Sebastian in Key Stage 1 and Elodie 
in Key Stage 2. 
 
The winning entries have been sub-
mitted and will be judged alongside 
finalists from the other schools within 
the Diocese of Westminster. We will 
announce the outcome in the near fu-
ture. 
 

Created by Sebastian Year 2 

Created by Elodie Year 6 





 

KS1 Phase News 
Year 1– St Brigid 

 
 We had fun reading our new text 'The 

Polar Express'. We climbed aboard a make 
believe train with our golden ticket and 
warm cocoa drink to listen to the story. 

After that, we used our knowledge to re-
trieve some information from the text to 
help us answer questions about the story. 

 

Year 1-St Francis  
This week, St Francis class  

visited the Hackney Empire for a 
special trip to see Aladdin. We 

thought it was very funny and we 
really enjoyed dancing and singing 

along to the songs.  

Year 2-St Teresa and St John Paul  
In Year 2 we have been exploring how it feels to wait for 
something. We looked at ways to make the waiting time in 

Advent more exciting and first made an Advent calendar for 
our classroom. Each day someone gets to open an envelope 
that has a compliment inside! After this, we learnt about  
Advent wreaths and made our very own.. with ourselves! 
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Join us for Pyjama Day 
Wednesday 20th December  
To celebrate our whole school topic of 
Polar Express we invite you to wear 

pyjamas for the day!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
No £1 contribution needed.  

  



 
 

FIRST ROUND Week beginning 4th December 
Auditions held in class, 2 successful acts from each class will reach 

the next round! 
SECOND ROUND Week beginning 11th December 

Perform with the other successful acts from your year group, the 
winner goes through to the final!  

FINAL 21st December  
One finalist from each year group performs in front of the school!  

Sign up in class to register your interest. 
Get practising! GOOD LUCK! 







 


