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Operation Christmas Child 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated a shoe 

box of gifts, or gifts to add to a shoe box, for 

our ‘Operation Christmas Child’ appeal. We collected an 

amazing 74 gift boxes. These boxes will go to children who 

might not otherwise receive a gift at Christmas. Worldwide 

children in over 60 countries have benefitted from 

‘Operation Christmas Child’ and we are proud that we have 

been able to help once again this year.  



MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER, MR. LANE 

Next Thursday is the last day in November 

which is the month we remember.  Over 

the past few weeks you will have read 

about the many ways we remembered this 

year including going to Church for All 

Saints’ Day, participation in the British 

Legion’s Poppy Appeal, observing the 

Remembrance Day silence in school the  

and writing the names of loved ones in our Book of Remembrance. This important 

time is incorporated into our curriculum map and is a very important part of what 

we teach our children. As always their enthusiasm and responsiveness has been 

fantastic. Thank you all for your support.  

 

Today was ‘Be Bright Be Seen’ day in school which is why lots of children were 

wearing their brightest colours, including neon and reflective clothing, around 

the  school. This day was organised by Miss Jeffrey as part of Road Safety Week which 

raises awareness about wearing visible colours while near roads, especially as the 

evenings are much darker.  Thank you everyone for taking part. 

 

Our children collected an impressive 74 gift boxes in their ‘Operation Christmas 

Child’ appeal. These boxes will go to children who might not otherwise receive a 

gift at  Christmas. Worldwide children in over 60 countries have benefitted from 

‘Operation Christmas Child’ and we are proud that we have been able to help once 

again this year. Thank you also to our children and families who support other 

charities too by sending off similar gift boxes or other donations. 

 

This year our school is participating in Westminster Diocese’s Year 1-6 Christmas 

Card competition. Thank you to those children who have already entered.  The  

closing date for entries is 9:00am on Wednesday 6th December so you still have time 

to enter.  Entries should be given to Mr. Bragg and remember the theme this year is: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to those parents/carers who recently pointed out some issues they have 

been experiencing with the signage and road markings on Georges Road.  We have 

passed these concerns on to Islington Council’s Safer Streets Team who have assured 

us they will be contacting the contractors to rectify this. 

 

Remember the Christmas Fair takes place in less than two weeks time on Thursday 

7th December after school. Lots of fun activities have been planned.  Please let a 

member of the committee, the school office or Miss Palmer know if you are able to 

help in any way.  Last year this was a very successful event which we look forward 

to making it a great success again this year. 

  

Have a lovely weekend. 

Mr. Lane 



Road Safety Week  
 

As part of Road Safety Week, today the children 
were encouraged to come to school in bright 
clothing. As the nights are getting darker, it is  
especially important that we can be easily seen 
by traffic. The children came to school wearing 

reflective, neon and eye-catching colours. Have a 
look at some of them below.  



 



Sports Competitions 
 
Congratulations to both the girls’ and boys’ football teams 
who both enjoyed success under the floodlights at        
Whittington Park on Tuesday 21st November. Our            
opponents were Winton, who played hard and showed great 
spirit in both games played. Our girls’ team, coached by 
Miss Sally, showed grit and determination as they held on to 
a 1-0 win thanks to a goal scored by Melanie, who put in a 
wonderful captain’s performance showing some great ball 
control and vision. Well done too to Ruby for keeping a 
clean sheet and to some very tenacious tacking by the 
team. 

The boys’ match was very one-sided with the Sacred Heart 
eventually earning a commanding 11-1 win with both    
Joshua (3) and Cameron (4) the two hat trick heroes     
sharing 7 goals between them. As with the girls’ everyone 
played their part including fine saves from Tate in goal with 
Ezana, Oliver and Jake adding to our wonderful goal tally.  
 
Our children were excellent ambassadors for Sacred Heart, 
as they tried their best and exemplified our values of Ready 
Respectful and Safe. 
 
Thanks to Mr Rutter & Miss Sally for preparing the teams so 
well. You see, hard work does pay off!   

 



National Illustration Day  
 
On National Illustration Day, 24.11.23, we 
were tasked with designing an illustration 
board around the theme 'celebrations.' Each 
picture needed to depict something different:  
 
1. A close up of an action or movement 
2. A word - this could be something people say 
or a sound or feeling 
3. An object 
4. A super close up of a texture or pattern. 
 
We made lots of illustrations based around our 
own celebrations and traditions. Have a look 
below to see what we explored and created! 



Pantomime 
 
Reception to Year 6 pupils will be  
going to watch Aladdin the           
pantomime at Hackney Empire. The     
children will be going on the following 
dates: 
 
Reception - Thursday 14th Dec 
Year 1 and Year 2 -Tuesday 5th December 
Year 3 and Year 4- Wednesday 13th December 
Year 5 and Year 6 - Wednesday 29th November 
 
Please ensure you pay the £10 fee as soon as 
possible and at the very latest the day before your 
child is due to go on the trip. 

DATES FOR 2024-2025 ACADEMIC YEAR 
 
The 2024-25 dates have been agreed by the 
Governing Body and will be put on the school 
website later in the school year.  Copies are 
available from the school office if you require 
them before then.  

Water bottles 
We encourage all children to bring a water bottle to school to 
ensure they stay hydrated. Please can you ensure the children 
bring either a refillable  bottle or a bottle where the label has 
been removed (e.g. no Prime or fizzy drink labels left on the      
bottle). Please ensure the bottle does not also spray water/
mist.  



 

 

 

One child per class is awarded a VIP certificate in Friday’s celebration assem-

blies, led by Mrs McCormick. They also get lunch on a specially decorated    

table with table service!  

Child’s 
Name 

Key Reason 

Ami 
St Francis 

Community 
Unity  

Ami showed kindness and helped her friends make Seesaw videos 
about Advent.  

Ayla 
St Brigid 

Hunger to 
Achieve  

VIP is awarded to Ayla for her determination in her writing. She has 
worked hard to improve her handwriting and reading skills. 
I like that she realises hard work pays. And because of this, her confi-
dence has increased. Well done Ayla! 

Santino 
St Teresa 

The Power 
of Me 

VIP this week for Santino for always showing Ready, Respectful, Safe 
and always setting a good example for others.   

Ilyssa 
St John Paul 

Huger to 
Achieve  

VIP in St John Paul this week is Ilyssa. She has been showing a 
'Hunger to Achieve' by working super hard to complete her work inde-
pendently and we have seen a wonderful improvement in her writing. 
Keep up the good work Ilyssa!  

Isla 
St Bernadette 

Huger to 
Achieve  

Isla always shows she is ready for learning and has shown a real flare 
for letter writing this week. Keep up the good work!  

Amara 
St Martin 

Huger to 
Achieve  

I have been really impressed this week to see Amara independently applying 
her learning of the use of ‘for’, as a coordinating conjunction, in her writing 
across a range of subjects. This was a concept she initially found quite con-
fusing but with her hunger to achieve, she has continued to practice and give 
further thought to its use and can now successfully embed it into her sentenc-
es. Great job Amara! 

Demilade 
St Catherine 

Hunger to 
Achieve  

My VIP this week is Demilade for showing 'Hunger to Achieve' in 
maths. He was determined and resilient when telling the time to the 
nearest minute. His attitude to lessons was very impressive, fantastic 
work, Demilade!  

Ethan 
St Elizabeth 

Hunger to 
Achieve  

This week's VIP is Ethan for being a listening superstar! In Maths and 
PE this week, Ethan has been listening carefully to instructions so he 
knows what to do when he does his independent work. In PE he even 
helped the other children by explaining the game again. Well done 
Ethan. 

Cameron  
St Benedict 

Hunger to 
Achieve  

Cameron has really taken swimming in his stride, although he may 
have been a little nervous at the beginning of the week, he has over-
come his fears and has tried his very best! Well done, Cameron!  

Abdou 
St Faustian 

Hunger to 
Achieve  

Abdou has demonstrated a Hunger to Achieve this week, Abdou has 
been trying really hard, engaged in all of his learning and has consist-
ently contributed during class discussions. Keep it up Adbou!   

Adam  
St Maximillian 

Community 
Unity  

Well done Adam for always putting others before yourself and taking 
care of our classroom and school, always asking if you can be of any 
help to anyone. Keep this up!  

Hannah  
St Josephine 

The Power 
of Me 

A big well done to Hannah who consistently demonstrates Ready, 
Respectful and Safe in and outside the classroom- she is a fantastic 
role model who always shows the key 'The Power of Me'. 



NATIVITY PLAYS AND CONCERTS 
 

The dates for the nativity plays and concerts are listed below. 
 

Tuesday 12th December 10:00am 
Nursery Christmas performance for parents/

carers 
 

Wednesday 13th December 10:00am 
Reception Christmas performance for parents/carers 

 
Friday15th December 10:00am 

Year 1 Christmas performance for parents/carers 
 

Friday 15th December 2:00pm 
Year 2 Christmas performance for parents/

carers 
 

Monday 18th December 10:00am 
Year 3 Christmas performance for parents/

carers 
 

Monday 18th December 2:00pm 
Year 4 Christmas performance for parents/carers 

 
Tuesday 19th December 10:00am 

Year 5 Christmas performance for parents/carers 
 

Wednesday 20th December 10:00am 
Year 6 Christmas performance for parents/carers 

 
 

Because of data protection parents/carers are not able to film or 
record the nativity plays this year. 

 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
We wish the following pupils a very 
happy birthday for next week: 
 
Joshua (Nursery), Cieva-Leigh (Y6), 
Jake (Y6), Ronnie (Y1), Henry  (Y4) 
and Mya (Reception).  
 

CLASS ASSEMBLIES 
We have a full schedule of class assemblies planned for this term to which 
parents/carers are warmly invited to attend. Please note the date of your 

child’s class assembly so you can put this in your diary.  All assemblies start 
at 9:45am.  

 
Friday 1st December  - Y2 St John Paul  

 Friday December 8th- Y2 St Teresa  

ADMISSION TO RECEPTION IN SEPTEMBER 2024 
 

If your child was born between 1st September 2019 and 31st August 2020 they 
will be due to start in Reception in September 2024.  You can now apply for places 

in our Reception class next year. 
 

Admission into Reception is co-ordinated by the School Admissions Team at 
Islington Council and not here at the school. You must apply on-line at 

www.islington.gov.uk/admissions 
 

If you live outside Islington you can still apply to Sacred Heart. The closing date 
is 15th January 2024 but Islington recommend that you complete your application 

before then and no later than 12th January 2024. 
 

If parents and carers require any help, advice or assistance with the application 
process please contact our Senior Admissions Officer, Mrs Sharon Harney 

(Sharon), who will be able to help.  



MEET THE STAFF AT SACRED HEART 
What do you know about Mrs Holloway? 

   

Where were you born?   
I was born in Islington.  
 
What is your favourite school memory? 
My first time I went abroad was with my primary school. We went to 
Belgium and Holland and we learnt about Anne Frank.  

 
What is your job at Sacred Heart and what 
do you do? 
I am a Higher Level Teaching Assistant and 
support children and cover lessons. This year I 
am supporting Year 2 in class and with reading  interventions.  
 

What is your favourite thing about Sacred Heart School? 
We all come together and work as a team- children and adults. It is a very welcoming school.  
 
What is your favourite food?  
Greek food- Greek salad with Kleftiko is my favourite.  
 
What/who is your favourite sports team and/or musician/
band?  
My favourite sports team is Tottenham Hotspur. My favourite 
singer is Luther Vandross but I love listening to all soul music.  
 
What do you like to do when you are not at work?   
Spending time with family and I love to read.  
 
 
Tell us a joke or interesting fact........  
How do you make an octopus laugh?  
Give ten tickles. 



 

 
 



THE WEDNESDAY WORD 

Parents/carers are emailed the Wednesday Word every 
week.  Please take the time to read it with your child(ren).  

There are some lovely activities which you can do with 
your child(ren) and also link in with your child’s Religious 
Education lessons in schools and with the liturgical year. 
 
 

Breakfast and After School Club  
 

Breakfast Club runs daily from 7:45-8:45am and After School 
Club runs daily from 3:30-6pm. If you would like your child to 
attend please sign up via the Eduspot App (Parent Pay)      
before midnight on the day before. This ensures that our chef 
prepares enough food for all children in attendance. Parents/
carers whose accounts are in arrears will not be able to use 
the clubs until their accounts are in credit.  



On the 28th November the Olympian Pierre Henry-Fontaine will be visiting Sacred 
Heart. He will lead an assembly about his career and the importance of sports    
before carrying out workshops where children will carry out exercises. 

The sponsorship forms are intended to fundraise for the activities they will take 
part in. The money raised will go towards providing sports equipment for children 
and schools in the most deprived areas, inspiring future athletes.  

Children will receive prizes depending on how much money they are able to fund-
raise: 

Rewards 
 Everyone = Sticker 
Bronze (A6 Postcard) Raises between £5 and £14.99 
Silver (Signed A4 Poster) Raises between £15 and £34.99 
Gold (Photo with athlete presented in a signed keepsake wallet) Raises £35+ 

Money, alongside the sponsorship form, can be collected by the office or you can do-
nate to the crowdfunder online: https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/sacredheartrc . 
The deadline for office payments is 12pm on the 27th November and donations can 
be accepted on the crowdfunder up to 8am on the 28th November 

It will be a fantastic and fun opportunity for all! 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

  

  

 



Wear your best Christmas jumper 
on Thursday 7th December and 
enjoy our tasty Christmas dinner! 
Then join us at the Christmas fair 

after school!  

Christmas is coming!  



 



KS1 Phase News 
Year 1-St Brigid 

In our RE lesson, we learned all 
about Advent Wreaths! We dis-
cussed how they represent God’s 

everlasting love, which is why 
wreaths are in a circle.   

Year 1-St Francis  

 

In RE, St Francis class have been learning 
about Advent traditions. This week we 

made our own Advent wreaths and        
discussed its symbolism. We made videos 

on Seesaw all about our wreaths.  

Year 2-St Teresa 
Last week in our Geography lesson, we 

looked at the differences between human 
and physical features. We played some 
games to see if we could sort different 
landmarks and features into the correct 
category. Then, we went outside into the 
school playground to see if we could spot 
different human and physical features! 
We had lots of fun and found things like 
the school, the church and the road were 
all human features and features created 
by nature like the trees and plants were 

physical!   

Year 2-St John Paul  
This week in Year 2 we have started  

learning about Advent. Before we learnt 
anything new, we worked in groups and 

wrote down everything we already knew. 
You can see these on the working wall in 
our classroom. We are so excited to get 

ready for Advent in school so make sure to 
ask us questions about it at home!  
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FIRST ROUND Week beginning 4th December 
Auditions held in class, 2 successful acts from each class will reach 

the next round! 
SECOND ROUND Week beginning 11th December 

Perform with the other successful acts from your year group, the 
winner goes through to the final!  

FINAL 21st December  
One finalist from each year group performs in front of the school!  

Sign up in class to register your interest. 
Get practising! GOOD LUCK! 



 
 
 
 
 



 


