
EYFS Nursery Reception 
EAD (Expressive Arts and 
Design)-Creating with 
materials 

Experiments with ways to enclose a space, create 
shapes and represent actions, sounds and objects   

  
Enjoys and responds to playing with colour in a 
variety of ways, for example combining colours   
  
Continues to explore colour and how colours can be 
changed   
  
Develops an understanding of using lines to enclose 
a space, and begins to use drawing to represent 
actions and objects based on imagination, 
observation and experience   
  
Develop their own ideas and then decide which 
materials to use to express them.   
  
Explore different materials freely, to develop their 
ideas about how to use them and what to make.   
  
Join different materials and explore different 
textures.  
  
Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such 
as representing a face with a circle and including 
details.   
  
Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or 
loud noises.   
  
Show different emotions in their drawings and 
paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear, etc.  

Experiments with ways to enclose a space, create shapes 
and represent actions, sounds and objects   
  
Enjoys and responds to playing with colour in a variety of 
ways, for example combining colours   
  
Continues to explore colour and how colours can be 
changed   
  
Develops an understanding of using lines to enclose a 
space, and begins to use drawing to represent actions and 
objects based on imagination, observation and experience   
  
Uses their increasing knowledge and understanding of 
tools and materials to explore their interests and enquiries 
and develop their thinking   
  
Develop their own ideas through experimentation with 
diverse materials, e.g. light, projected image, loose parts, 
watercolors, powder paint, to express and communicate 
their discoveries and understanding.   
  
Expresses and communicates working theories, feelings and 
understandings using a range of art forms, e.g. movement, 
dance, drama, music and the visual arts  
  
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to 
express their ideas and feelings.   
  
Return to and build on their previous learning, refining 
ideas and developing their ability to represent them.  
Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills.  



  
Explore colour and colour mixing.   
  

  

EAD Creating with Materials ELG: 
Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and 
techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, 
form and function. 
  
Share their creations, explaining the process they have 
used. 

  
 


