
All Saints

Think
•	 How old is this picture?

•	 What does it show?

•	 Who are the different people?

•	 How can you tell?

•	 What clues can you see?

Solve
In the Roman Catholic Church, 
a saint is someone who has been 
canonised (declared a saint) by the pope.

In the 20th century, the following popes 
canonised new saints: Pius X canonised 
four saints, Benedict XV canonised three, 
Pius XI 34 saints, Pius XII 33 saints, 
John XXIII ten saints, Paul VI 84 saints, 
and John Paul II canonised 482 saints.

How many saints were canonised in the 
20th century in total?

Challenge: If each of the saints is given 
their own feast day, how many weeks 
would it take to celebrate them all? How 
many years?

Discover
Fact: All Saints' Day is a Christian 
feast to celebrate all the saints, 
known and unknown. It is also known as 
All Hallows, the name of which gives its 
name to All Hallows Eve or Halloween. 

Question: What traditions are associated 
with the celebration of All Saints 
Day? Use your research to create an 
information booklet.

Discuss
What makes a person a saint? 
Is simply living a good and kind 
life enough or should they have done 
something exceptional?

Respond
Research the life of a saint of your 
choosing. It might be your namesake 
or one with a particular connection to 
you. Write a biography about their life.

Reimagine
Use colours and collage to create 
an abstract picture to celebrate the 
lives of all the saints.
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All Saints Answers
How many saints were canonised in the 20th century in total? How many weeks would it take to celebrate them all?

4 + 3 + 34 + 33 + 10 + 84 + 482 = 641 saints There are seven days in a week:

641 ÷ 7 = 91 r4

9 weeks and 4 days

How many years?

There are 365 days in a year:

641 ÷ 365 = 1 r276

1 year and 276 days


